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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 44, 46-50, 52-57, 59-64, 66-72, 74-79, 81-92 have been examined. 
Application 09/974,804 (METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR DISTRIBUTING 
INFORMATION, AND COMPUTER PRODUCT) has a filing date 10/12/2001 and 
foreign data 06/28/2001 . 

Response to Amendment 

2. In response to Final Rejection filed 12/15/2005, the Applicant filed an RCE on 
03/15/2006, which amended claims 44, 46-50, 52-57, 59-64, 66-72, 74-79, 81-86, 
cancel claims 45, 51, 58, 65, 73, 80 and added new claims 87-92. Applicant's 
amendment overcame the previous Section 112 rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 59 is ejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. Claim 59 recites "compiled at the compiling". For purpose of 

art rejection, said limitation is interpreted as "displaying". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 44, 46-50, 52-57, 59-64, 66-72, 74-79, 81-92 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Reillv (US 5,740,549). 
As per claims 44, 57 and 72, Reillv teaches: 

An apparatus for providing an electronic article stored in an article database to a 
client computer connected to the apparatus via a network, the apparatus comprising: 

a transmitting unit that transmits a summary of a plurality of electronic articles 
stored in the article database to the client computer (see column 2, lines 42-60); 

a receiving unit that receives a specification from the client computer in response 
to the summary, the specification specifying which electronic article is selected by a 
user of the client computer (column 3, lines 15-25; column 4, lines 50-60); 

an extracting unit that extracts a plurality of electronic articles from the article 
database based on the specification (see column 3, lines 15-25); 

an advertisement extracting unit that extracts an advertisement from an 
advertisement database based on the electronic articles extracted by the extracting unit 
(see column 2, lines 42-47; column 9, lines 35-60); 

a creating unit that creates a homepage based on the electronic articles 
extracted by the extracting unit and the advertisement extracted by the advertisement 
extracting unit; and an uploading unit that uploads the homepage created by the 
creating unit to a predetermined website (see column 1 , lines 45-65; column 2, lines 
17-60). 

As per claims 46, 60 and 75, Reillv teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 44, further comprising: 
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a number-of-times calculating unit that calculates a first number of times an 
advertisement is extracted from the advertisement database by the advertisement 
extracting unit, or a second number of times an advertisement is used for creating the 
homepage by the creating unit (see column 5, line 60 - column 6, line 10); and 

Reillv does not expressly teach an accounting-fee calculating unit that calculates 
accounting fee incurred by an advertiser of an advertisement based on any one of the 
first number of times and the second number of times that correspond to the 
advertisement and are calculated by the number-of-times calculating unit. However, it is 
inherent that Reillv would use the advertising display statistic for purpose of calculating 
advertisers' fee calculation (see column 5, lines 53-60). 

As per claims 47, 61 and 76, Reillv teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 44, further comprising a website notifying unit 
that notifies the website to which the homepage is uploaded by the uploading unit to the 
client computer (see column 5, lines 35-45). 

As per claims 48, 62 and 77, Reillv teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 44, wherein the creating unit recreates the 
homepage when any one of the electronic articles extracted by the extracting unit and 
the advertisement extracted by the advertisement extracting unit is updated (see 
column 5, lines 35-60). 

As per claims 49, 63 and 78, Reillv teaches: 
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The apparatus according to claim 48, further comprising a recreation notifying 
unit that notifies the client computer that a recreation of the homepage has been 
performed (see column 13, line 60 - column 14, line 6). 

As per claims 50, 64 and 79, Reillv teaches: 

An apparatus for providing an electronic article stored in an article database to a 
client computer connected to the apparatus via a network, the apparatus comprising: 

a transmitting unit that transmits a summary of a plurality of electronic articles 
stored in the article database to the client computer (see column 9, lines 35-60); 

a first receiving unit that receives a first specification from the client computer in 
response to the summary, the first specification specifying which electronic article is 
selected by a user of the client computer (see column 9, lines 35-60); 

a first extracting unit that extracts a plurality of electronic articles from the article 
database based on the first specification (see column 9, lines 35-60); 

a first advertisement extracting unit that extracts an advertisement from an 
advertisement database based on the electronic articles extracted by the first extracting 
unit (see column 2, lines 42-47); 

a preparing unit that prepares an electronic mail based on the electronic articles 
extracted by the first extracting unit and the advertisement extracted by the first 
advertisement extracting unit (see column 2, lines 42-47); 

a second receiving unit that receives a second specification from the client 
computer in response to the electronic mail prepared by the preparing unit, the second 
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specification specifying which electronic article is selected by the user of the client 
computer (see column 9, lines 45-60; column 16, lines 55-60); 

a second extracting unit that extracts a plurality of electronic articles from the 
article database based on the second specification (see column 9, lines 45-60); 

a second advertisement extracting unit that extracts an advertisement from the 
advertisement database based on the electronic articles extracted by the second 
extracting unit (see column 9, lines 45-60); 

a creating unit that creates a homepage based on the electronic articles 
extracted by the second extracting unit and the advertisement extracted by the second 
advertisement extracting unit (see column 2, lines 40-60); and 

an uploading unit that uploads the homepage created by the creating unit to a 
predetermined website (see column 1, lines 45-65; column 2, lines 40-60). 

As per claims 52, 67 and 82, Reillv teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 50, further comprising: 

a number-of-times calculating unit that calculates a first number of times an 
advertisement is extracted from the advertisement database by any one of the first 
advertisement extracting unit and the second advertisement extracting unit, or a second 
number of times an advertisement is used for any one of preparing the electronic mail 
by the preparing unit and creating the homepage by the creating unit (see column 5, 
line 60 - column 6, line 10); and 

Reillv does not expressly teach an accounting-fee calculating unit that calculates 
accounting fee incurred by an advertiser of an advertisement based on any one of the 
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first number of times and the second number of times that correspond to the 
advertisement and are calculated by the number-of-times calculating unit. However, is 
inherent that Reilly would use the advertising display statistics (see column 5, lines 60- 
67) for the purpose of calculating a advertising fee. 
As per claims 53, 68 and 83, Reilly teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 50, further comprising a website notifying unit 
that notifies the website to which homepage is uploaded by the uploading unit to the 
client computer (see column 13, line 60 - column 14, line 7). 

As per claims 54, 69 and 84, Reilly teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 50, wherein the creating unit recreates the 
homepage when any one of the electronic articles extracted by the second extracting 
unit and the advertisement extracted by the second advertisement extracting unit is 
updated (see column 5, lines 35-60). 

As per claims 55, 70 and 85, Reilly teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 54, further comprising a recreation notifying 
unit that notifies the client computer that a recreation of the homepage has been 
performed (see column 5, lines 35-60). 

As per claims 56, 71 and 86, Reilly teaches: 

An apparatus for providing an electronic article stored in an article database to a 
client computer connected to the apparatus via a network, the apparatus comprising: 

a transmitting unit that transmits a summary of a plurality of electronic articles 
stored in the article database to the client computer (see column 2, lines 40-60), 
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a receiving unit that receives a specification from the client computer in response 
to the summary, the specification specifying which electronic article is selected by a 
user of the client computer; an extracting unit that extracts a plurality of electronic 
articles from the article database based on the specification (see column 9, lines 45-60); 

a preparing unit that prepares an electronic mail based on the electronic articles 
extracted by the extracting unit (see column 2, lines 42-55; column 16, lines 55-60); and 
a transmitting unit that transmits the electronic mail prepared by the preparing unit to the 
client computer (see column 16, lines 55-60; column 9, lines 45-60). 

As per claims 59 and 74, Reillv teaches: 

The method according to claim 57, further comprising re-extracting another 
advertisement from the advertisement database when a display order of the electronic 
articles compiled at the compiling is changed at the client computer (see column 4, line 
50 - column 5, line 7). 

As per claims 66 and 81 , Reillv teaches: 

The method according to claim 64, further comprising re-extracting another 
advertisement from the advertisement database when a display order of the electronic 
articles is changed at the client computer (see column 13, line 60 - column 14, line 6). 

As per claims 87, 89 and 91, Reillv teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 44, wherein a detailed level of the summary is 
determined by the user in advance (see column 9, lines 35-60). 
As per claims 88, 90 and 92, Reillv teaches: 
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The apparatus according to claim 44, wherein the specification further specifies 
whether a homepage is to be created or a electronic mail is to be prepared, and the 
creating unit creates the homepage when the specification specifies that a homepage is 
to be created (see column 9, lines 35-60). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 44, 46-50, 52-57, 59-64, 66-72, 74- 
79, 81-92 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel Lastra 
May 18, 2006 
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